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TEA PARTY MACCRABEES
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In | Macc. 4:12-15, the army of Judas Maccabeus attacked the camp of the Seleucid
army, chasing out the enemy soldiers and pursuing them as far as Azotus and
Jamnia, some fifteen miles distant (Times, 35). Despite this victory, the battle was
not yet over. Judas Maccabeus said to his men, "Gorgias and his force are near us
in the hills" (I Macc. 4:18).

As is often the case in battles of Biblical heroes, however, the battle was won be-
fore the enemy arrived. When the detachment under Gorgias returned from the hills
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to find their camp burning and rebel soldiers outfitted for battle in captured Seleu-
cid armaments, they flee towards the coast as well.

What made the Seleucid detachment so afraid of the Maccabees? According to the
footnotes in The Harper-Collins Study Bible, the burning of the camp meant that the
battle was already over, and suggested that the rebel force was much larger than it actu-
ally was. It was traditional to burn the enemy camp once everything of value had been
taken out of it, but the Seleucid camp was apparently too large to have already been
plundered by a small force. Thus, it was to be assumed that the Maccabee army was
much larger than anything the Seleucid detachment was willing to deal with.

As the army of Judas Maccabeus returned to their camp, "they sang hymns and
praises to Heaven -- 'For he is good, for his mercy endures forever™ (I Macc. 4:24).
Their song was taken from Psalm 136, a record of YAHWEH's greatest actions
(Harper-Collins,1658). The Maccabees now counted themselves among YAHWEH's
heroes, believing that He had brought Israel a great deliverance that day.

Now that we have seen all of the actions of Judas Maccabeus in his first great bat-
tle with the Seleucid oppressors, what can be gleaned from his story about the
nature of the holy warrior? As shown by the time of preparation at Mizpah, the holy

warrior is one who prays before battle. As shown by Judas Maccabeus' speech during the
march to Emmaus, the holy warrior is one who is willing to accept that YAHWEH God's
will may not always be in his favor. As shown by Judas Maccabeus' speech before the

I&‘;ﬁa;;?)- JUDAH AND THE
sany MACCRABEES

battle, the holy warrior is one who believes that his faith wins his battles before he
ever raises his hand against an enemy. As shown by the use of psychological and
guerilla tactics, the holy warrior is one who fights with intelligence rather than
brute force. In all these ways Judas Maccabeus provides a superb example of the holy
warrior of Israel. He has more than proven that he deserves to be counted among the
Great Biblical war heroes -- right alongside Joshua, Gideon, and David.

For the Maccabees, what was at stake was the very existence of Judaism: The
Temple, the very seat of Yahweh'’s dwelling on earth, was in the hands of pagans
who prohibited Jewish worship there.

The Boston Tea Party was a complaint about excessive taxes. Now, it's true that
some Republicans have exhibited something close to religious fervor about the
question of taxation in America. But we should compare economic oppression with
religious persecution. That "faith can transcend persecution” is usually not one of
the lessons associated with the Revolutionary War. (Though it is the sort of lan-
guage that one hears from the far Left these days, almost regardless of whether the

topic actually has anything to do with religion.)
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The Hanukkah story, to which Perry's statement made reference, is a fairly straightforward one: In the
second century B.C., a small band of faithful Jews, led by Judah Maccabee, rose up against the oppres-
sive Seleucid Empire, which had taken control of the Temple in Jerusalem, and won a surprising victory.
The Maccabees recaptured the Temple and rededicated it to the God of Israel. They found, however, that

they had only one day's worth of oil for the holy lamps, the menorah -- but miracle of miracles, that oil

lasted for eight days. Hence the Hanukkah we know and love: eight days of candles.
It is this story that Perry had in mind when he said, "The same spirit of freedom that inspired the Macca-
bees to rise up against a foreign empire motivated our Founding Fathers to rebel against the Crown on
that fateful night. They knew, as the Israelite/Jewish people know, that the few can overcome the many,

that right can defeat might, that faith can transcend persecution.”
Now, if we're talking about the traditional Hanukkah story described above, Perry's analogy. Yes the
Tea Party is living it today. The most prominent might be the definition of "freedom." USA.
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At daybreak Judas appeared in the plain with three thousand men, but they did
not have armor and swords as they desired" (I Macc.4:6). Seeing that his men were
concerned about the disparity between the Seleucid armaments and their own,
Judas Maccabeus made one final speech before entering the battle. In this speech,
he called on his men to remember the rescue of their ancestors at the Red Sea; and re-
minded them of the covenant their nation has made with YAHWEH our God. He reminded
them yet again that their victory lay in the hands of YAHWEH -- not in their own.

As Judas Maccabeus marched the remaining soldiers of his army to Emmaus to fight the
Gentile army there, he made a speech that seems mainly to have been a call-to-arms. He
called on his men to be brave, and to be ready for battle in the morning. Perhaps the
most important part of this speech is Judas Maccabeus' final statement. "But as his will in
heaven may be, so shall he do" (I Macc. 3:60). Here, Judas Maccabeus reminded his
men once again that their victory depends entirely on the favor of YAHWEH our God.

From this point onward, | Maccabees becomes an account of the war, telling the
tales of battles fought and won in the classic style of the Books of Joshua, the
Kings, and the Chronicles. There is, however, one important difference between the
earlier books and this one. In Joshua, the Kings, and the Chronicles, the tactics by
which Israelite generals won battles nearly always seemed to be independent of
the actions of the enemies. Even when they lay an ambush -- as in Joshua 8 -- the
story was always propelled by the actions and desires of the Israelites -- while the enemy
was generally consigned to being merely a puppet for the will of YAHWEH.

In | Maccabees, however, Judas Maccabeus' tactics were somewhat more oppor-

tunistic than the tactics of the Israelite generals of antiquity. Rather than meeting

the enemy head-to-head, or laying an ambush and drawing him out, Judas Macca-
beus waited for his enemy to take action, and responded as appropriate.

Judas Maccabeus knew that his major advantage lay in his army's familiarity with
the land and mobility. The Seleucid army, on the other hand, had made a large
camp at Emmaus and was preparing to attack what they believed to be the camp of
the Maccabees. In order to do this, Gorgias took a division of 6,000 of his best
troops and left his camp by night (I Macc. 4:1).
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An oft-quoted maxim when dealing with a large and well-organized enemy is, "cut off the
head and the body will die." The separation of Gorgias' elite from the main body of the
Seleucid army was key to Judas Maccabeus' strategy. Because Gorgias had taken his
best troops out of the camp, Judas Maccabeus was safe in the assumption that an

attack on the large reserve force would be successful; the lesser troops who were

left behind were now without elite troops to lead them.

Passing the Seleucid army in the night, Judas Maccabeus and his men prepared for an
attack at daybreak. The Maccabees appeared at dawn to find the camp of the Seleucids
filled with well-armed professional soldiers. The rebels, on the other hand, were poorly
armed and had little more than faith to guide their strikes.

Judas Maccabeus is not the first general in the Bible to face overwhelming odds in battle.
Gideon had only 300 soldiers with him at the battle with the Midianites (Judges 7:6). The
Israelite generals knew, of course, that they could not defeat much larger forces in hand-
to-hand combat. They had to find ways to turn their enemies' strengths into weaknesses.
When Gideon led his attack on the Midianites, "Each warrior was given a trumpet, jar,
and a torch. At the signal they blew the trumpets and smashed the jars. Thrown
into confusion, the Midianites fled before Gideon's men" (Luther Seminary).

Judas Maccabeus and his men played on the Seleucids' sense of superiority over

them. Rather than packing up their camp, they simply left it, as though in a hurry.

When Gorgias entered the camp that night, he was convinced that the army of Ju-

das Maccabeus had fled before him. "[H]e looked for them in the hills, because he
said, 'These men are running away from us™ (I Macc. 4:5).
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The Skull & Bones members believe in the idea of "constructive chaos.” By keeping their true policy i ions secret, by

sending out mixed signals on all critical policy issues, they consciously seek to sow confusion among both their nominal "friends" and
“"enemies" alike. The fulcrum for the policy of constructive chaos is, at present, the Middle East situation. Although U.S. military action in

the region has for the time being subsided, America's military power will remain a critical determinant in the future of that vital zone of
conflict. American military power is aimed at securing undisputed control over the vast reservoir of oil -- not at necessarily fostering any

permanent alignment of local states or binations of regional i
If President George Bush and his fellow true believers are successful, the United States will be first among equals in the New World Order.
This is their goal. It is also the quest of the Bonesmen of the Order of Skull & Bones -- America's warrior aristocracy.
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DICTATOR SPEAKER BOEHNER

"I've made clear to the president that if he acts unilaterally on his own, outside of his au-
thority, he will poison the well and there will be no chance for immigration reform moving
in this Congress, it's as simple as that," Boehner told reporters in his first Capitol press
conference since the election. "The House, I'm sure, at some point next year will vote
to repeal Obamacare because it should be repealed,” Boehner told reporters.
"Now, whether that can pass the Senate, | don't know. But | know in the House it
will pass." We're going to win by beating something bad with nothing. Imagine how
good the Republican prospects would be if we were beating something bad [ the

LOUIE A MACCRABEE HERO!

AMNOLAN?

CLARK A MACCRABEE HERO!

Following the time of prayer, mourning, and celebration at Mizpah, Judas Macca-
beus organized his army by "thousands and hundreds and fifties and tens" (I Macc.
3:56). Despite the overwhelming numbers of the enemy army, "Those who were
building houses, or were about to be married, or were planting a vineyard, or were
faint-hearted, he told to go home again, according to the law." The law Judas Mac-
cabeus acted in accord with is Deuteronomy 20:5-8. This law lists those who are to
be exempted from battle. It was felt that a man should, who had built a house, be there
for its dedication; that a man engaged should not take the risk of dying before his wed-
ding night; and that a man who had planted a vineyard should be the first to taste its
fruits, Furthermore, those who did not have the heart for the battle were not to fight,
because their fear could be contagious and cause other soldiers to lose hope. Al-
though Judas Maccabeus had comparatively few soldiers to begin with, he did not
want to risk those few being made weak by obligations at home and the fear of
cowards, and thus he carried out the law of exemptions.

There was another reason why this law was given to the Israelites, however: As
shown by the story of Gideon and the Midianites, YAHWEH was well aware of the
Israelites' habit of taking more than their fair share of credit for their victories.
Gideon did not initially seem to enforce this law out of Deuteronomy, but YAHWEH
made a point to explain the importance of the law to his chosen warrior. "YAHWEH
said to Gideon, 'The troops with you are too many for me to give the Midianites into
their hand. Israel would only take credit away from me, saying, 'My own hand has
delivered me"" (Judges 7:2). Besides its practical application as insurance against
morale failure, the exemption from battle served to keep Biblical heroes firm in their belief
that victory came only as the result of their faith in YAHWEH our God. Because the Israel-
ites were able to obtain victory against overwhelming odds, it remained clear to them with
each victory that their most valuable military asset was their faith in YAHWEH our God.
Remember American Hebrew Israelites “YAHWEH IS A MIGHTY ELOHIM!

President's agenda [ with something good [ a conservative, limited government

agenda that expands freedom and opportunity for everyone. AMERICA!!!




JUDAH THE MACCRABEE

CAN WE STOP THEM?

The prayer of the Maccabees at Mizpah is a short example of Judahite lamentation po-
etry, as found in the Psalms and in the Book of Lamentations. It begins by asking YE-
HOVAH about the fate of the Nazarites, "What shall we do with these? Where shall we
take them?" At the end of the Nazarites' period of consecration -- according to Num-

bers 6:13 -- "they shall be brought to the entrance of the tent of meeting." This

"tent of meeting" was the Temple in Jerusalem, which was by this time in the
hands of the Greek army and had been made into a Temple of Zeus. By making the

purity of the Temple a primary concern, Judas Maccabeus assured himself the
support of the Nazarites, whose vows required the Temple to be pure so that they
might complete their dedication to YAHWEH.

The verse following the Prayer of the Maccabees makes a totally unveiled reference
that should be obvious to anyone familiar with war in the Old Testament. The verse
reads, "Then they sounded the trumpets and gave a loud shout" (I Macc. 3:54). One
hardly need point to out the similarity to Joshua's army at Jericho: "And at the
seventh time, when the priests had blown the trumpets, Joshua said to the people,
"Shout! For YAHWEH our Elohim has given you the city" (Joshua 6:Following the
time of prayer, mourning, and celebration at Mizpah, Judas Maccabeus organized
his army by "thousands and hundreds and fifties and tens" (I Macc. 3:56).

Despite the overwhelming numbers of the enemy army, "Those who were building
houses, or were about to be married, or were planting a vineyard, or were faint-
hearted, he told to go home again, according to the law." The law Judas Macca-

beus acted in accord with is Deuteronomy 20:5-8. This law lists those who are to be
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DICTATOR MITCH MCCONNELL

exempted from battle. It was felt that a man should, who had built a house, be there for
its dedication; that a man engaged should not take the risk of dying before his wedding
night; and that a man who had planted a vineyard should be the first to taste its fruits.
Furthermore, those who did not have the heart for the battle were not to fight, because
their fear could be contagious and cause other soldiers to lose hope. Although Judas
Maccabeus had comparatively few soldiers to begin with, he did not want to risk
those few being made weak by obligations at home and the fear of cowards, and
thus he carried out the law of exemptions.

Rather than reaffirming his pledge to repeal Obamacare "root and branch" as he has
vowed to do countless times on the campaign trail, Senator McConnell is now making
excuses for why he won't deliver on his central campaign promise. And Senator McCon-
nell is wrong. Obamacare can be repealed with 51 votes using budget reconcilia-
tion. In 2012, he stated that Obamacare could be repealed with 51 votes and vowed
to make repealing Obamacare "job one" if he became the Senate Majority This is why
so few people actually believe Mitch McConnell anymore. He makes conservative
promises and then fails to follow through. He said he would rip Obamacare out
"root and branch," but has now flip-flopped days before the election and waved the
white flag. *TEA PARTY SENIORS WILL CALL & MARCH AT HIS OFFICES! DITTO
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This is a strong ground for Perry to stand on: the tea
party as modern Maccabees. We the People the rule
established by the Maccabees was quite glorious as
their initial victory. It is thus a historical for Perry's state-
ment to take this as the lesson of Hanukkah: "Our
Republic, like the light of the ancient Menorah, has
lasted longer than anyone could have predicted."
The myth of the long-lasting menorah is a historical
reality of the Long-lived Jewish independence that fol-
lowed the rededication of the Temple. Perhaps better,
Perry said: "Chanukah reminds us of the power of
faith to sustain a nation and ensure the security of
CLICK FOR DETAILS! our ally, Judah/Israel."
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BUSH & OBAMA A SET-UP!

The reader will learn that President George Herbert Walker Bush's concept of the New World Order is an old
idea, one which has its origins in the philosophy and beliefs of the secret Skull & Bones fraternity. Today in
particular, this is the prevailing outlook of the U.S. government, many of whose most influential members, like
the president himself, are part of the Skull & Bones network. These men seek to recreate the American im-
perium of the immediate post-World War Il period, an era which President Bush frequently refers to as "the
American Century."

The powerful men of Skull & Bones genuinely believe that they have a strategic and moral "right" to control

like the Soviet Union. The members of the Order, due to their narrow WASP upbringing, view with particular
suspicion the maneuverings of Zionist Israel and its affluent, influential lobby in the United States.

world affairs. Consequently, they take upon themselves the authority to crush any rivalrous threat to U.S. impe-
rial leadership, whether by current allies, such as Japan, Germany or Great Britain, or by Cold War adversaries,

The stated goal of Judas Maccabeus and his brothers in | Macc. 3:43 reads, "Let us re-
store the ruins of our people, and fight for our people and the sanctuary." These words
echo the cry of Joab, general of King David's army, when he says, "Be strong, and let us
be courageous for our people and for the cities of our God" (I Chr. 19:13) The Harper
Collins Study Bible includes an interesting footnote to this particular comparison: the
number of enemy soldiers confronted in the battle which ensues after Joab's cry is exactly
the same as the number of troops sent to confront the Maccabees -- 40,000 infantry and
1,000 cavalry (Compare | Chr.19:18 and | Macc. 3:39). Though the enemy army was
camped at Emmaus, Judas Maccabeus first led the Maccabees to Mizpah. Despite being
several miles out of the way, there was a reason behind this side trip.

According to Strong's Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible, Mizpah is mentioned
in forty-four separate verses of the Old Testament, many of them dealing with
times of crisis just prior to battles. Perhaps the most prominent of these references
is the tale of the trial of Gibeah, related in Judges 20:1. Mizpah was a place of gath-
ering for the congregation of Israel when the tribes came together to pass judg-
ment on the crime of Gibeah. Shortly thereafter, the tribes of Israel went to war with
their brothers, the Benjamites. (Further reading in the footnotes of The Harper
Collins Study Bible reveals that the name Bethel in Judges 20:18, translated liter-
ally as "House of YAHWEH," may actually have referred to a sanctuary at Mizpah
rather than the town of the same name.)

While at Mizpah, Judas Maccabeus ordered his men to fast, wear sackcloth, and
sprinkle ashes on their heads -- all traditional Judahite expressions of mourning
and piety. To further their proof of dedication, they brought "the vestments of the

priesthood and the first fruits and the tithes" to the shrine at Mizpah. The judge

Samuel had also ordered the Israelites to assemble at Mizpah and fast before judg-
ing them in the eyes of YAHWEH (I Sam. 7:6).




RICK PERRY A HERO OF JUDAH!
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the urban centers, which considers itself
to be upholding the old customs and
beliefs of its nation, and which is vigor-
ously opposed to the inclusion of foreign
elements in the national culture -- that

REPEAL DEATH-CARE

could be either the Maccabees or the
Tea Party. This would seem to be
strong ground for Perry to stand on:
the Tea Party as Modern Maccabees.
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TRUMP A ISRAELITE MACCRABEE

It has been argued that warfare was not a part of the religion of ancient Israel, but
that warfare was the religion of ancient Israel. Some scholars of the Old Testament
are quick to point out the importance of warfare to ancient Israel. In his introduc-
tion to Gerhard von Rad's Holy War in Ancient Israel, Ben C. Ollenburger states,
"Ancient Israel as the people of Yahweh was a military camp, and its God was a
warrior" (Von Rad, 3). Millard C. Lind is even more explicit in his study Yahweh is a
Warrior. "The study of warfare in the Old Testament reveals that Yahweh is a God
of war" (Lind, 1). While warfare was indeed a large part of the lives of an uncon-
verted people (as it is today), YAHWEH ourGod is a God of love who looks forward
to the day when His people will live in peace.

Throughout the Old Testament, warriors take the field against the enemies of Israel. Suc-
cess and defeat in battle are not portrayed as dependent on tactics; rather, it is faith in
YAHWEH that wins battles. Armies are not often counted in Joshua's wars of conquests,
nor are their armaments described in any detail, because it is not important who they are
or what they carry, so long as they have faith in YAHWEH. Perhaps the most common
event in accounts of Old Testament warfare is the utterance by the military leader of the
cry, "YAHWEH has given [enemy nation] into our hand," or some derivation thereof (Von
Rad, 42). As Von Rad understands it, this cry is not meant to indicate future success. Itis
written in the present perfect, and thus is a statement of fact; essentially, it states that
YAHWEH has given Israel the battle before a single soldier has begun to march. Success
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ALL TAX PAYERS STUPID!

is thus shown to be best assured through the nation's faithfulness to YAHWEH God and
belief that YAHWEH will deliver them a victory. Judas Maccabeus himself expressed just
such faithfulness when he said of his enemies, "For they trust to arms and acts of daring,
but we trust in the Aimighty YAHWEH, who is able with a single nod to strike down those
who are coming against us, and even, if necessary, the whole world" (Il Macc. 8:18).

Only days after the initial video of Gruber insulting the American people was re-
leased, another video surfaced of Gruber saying that Americans are “too stupid to under-
stand” how Obamacare works. Since then, numerous videos have been circulated showing
Gruber insulting senior citizens and admitting Obamacare included political language to
“squeeze the states” into setting up their own health care exchanges. Gruber, who be-
came famous last week from a video in which he admitted Obamacare was passed due to a
“lack of transparency” and “the stupidity of the American voter,” has received at least
$5,886,150 in taxpayer-funded dollars for his work on the President Obama’s signature
health care law as well as health care consulting fees from several states, the National Re-
view Online reports. *STUPID AMERICANS YOU MUST REPEAL DEATH-CARE NOW! DITTO
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TRUMP,CRUZ, WALKER, CARSON

The books of | and Il Maccabees are classic accounts of warfare in the Judahite tradi-
tion. Like Joshua and David before him, Judas Maccabeus' war for freedom was in-
spired by a desire to serve his people and was led by a divine light. In his campaign

against the occupying Seleucid armies, he never failed to take the time to praise YAH-

WEH for his victories -- and in so doing ensured further victories for his people.

What is provided for us in | Maccabees 3:38-4:25 is an account of how one latter day
Israelite hero, Judas Maccabeus, lived up to the ideals set forth by the Biblical heroes of
yore. Pressed hard by the enemies of YAHWEH religion, Judas Maccabeus assumed the
role of liberator and defender -- much like Joshua, Saul and David before him.

If we take the writing at face value, the actions Judas Maccabeus took in preparing for his
first battle echoed the actions of those very same leaders, casting Judas Maccabeus as
an almost wholly appropriate successor to their legendary feats. Whether his actions
were taken out of genuine sincerity or as simply a desire to be remembered in such a
light, or whether these actions were the exaggerations of a later writer, cannot be accu-
rately determined.

For the sake of argument, let us assume that the actions he took were deliberately in-
tended to mimic the preparations of the great leaders of old Israel, so that he might be
counted among them. Building such a mythos would certainly draw support from the He-
brews who fought under him. What his overall motive in creating an echo of the past may
have been, however, is not the concern of this article. The question this article seeks to
explore is why Judas Maccabeus took each specific action, and what effect it had on his
overall image as a Warrior of YAHWEH our God.

In | Maccabees 3:38-4:25, the author describes in detail the preparations made by Judas
Maccabeus as he prepared his army of religious vigilantes for a defensive campaign
against the Seleucid army of King Antiochus IV Epiphanes. In the previous passages, we
learn that the land of Israel had come into the hands of the Seleucid Greeks after the
break up of the empire of Alexander the Great (I Macc. 1:8-10). Furthermore, the current
king -- Antiochus Epiphanes -- ordered his subjects to adopt his pagan religion on penalty
of death (I Macc. 1:44-50). "These measures included a prohibition on male circumcision,
forced sacrifice to Hellenistic deities, worship of Antiochus IV as the god JeZeus, and a
prohibition on worship on the Sabbath. In addition to these decrees, Antiochus IV ordered
that an image of Zeus be installed in the Hebrew Temple at Jerusalem as well as institut-
ing ritual prostitution" (Godfrey).

This forced conversion to a new faith was largely unprecedented in the ancient world. It
was, according to some scholars, the first recorded religious persecution in history. "The
goal of the king and his supporters was to remove all the peculiar features of Judaism
that made it different from the other religions of the world. The religious persecution that
accompanied this 'Hellenization'...provoked Judah the Maccabee and his followers to
rebel against the state." (Cohen 30)

Mattathias, the father of Judas Maccabeus, organized a resistance to this forced apos-
tasy, destroying the pagan altars and forcibly circumcising Hebrews who had given in to
the king (I Macc. 2:44-46). Following his father's death, Judas Maccabeus took the reins
of leadership over these vigilante defenders of Israel. As might be expected, Antiochus
Epiphanes was less than pleased with the course of events in Judah, and an army was

dispatched under the general Gorgias to deal with the rebels.




